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DAILY MASS:

MASS SCHEDULE:

RECONCILIATION:

DEVOTIONS:

Mon-Fri:	    7:30am
Saturday:  	    8:30am
U.S. Holidays:   8:30am

Saturday at 4:00pm
or by Appointment.
Please call the Office.

Rosary & Novena*:
Mondays at 6:30pm 
in the Church and on 
Facebook Live
Eucharistic Adoration*:
Wednesday Holy Hour 
at 7pm (Third Wednesday 
of each month will have live 
music.)
Second Saturdays at 3pm
*The First Rosary and 
Wednesday Adoration of 
the month are for Priestly 
and Religious Vocations

Saturday, September 13:
5:00pm - Fr. Paladino

Sunday, September 14:
8:00am - Fr. Santos
10:00am - Fr. Dennehy
12:00pm - Fr. Santos

PASTOR'S COLUMN

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

It is not the actual physical exertion that counts toward progress, nor the 
nature of the task, but the spirit of faith with which it is undertaken. 

— Saint Francis Xavier

REFLECTION ON THE READINGS

In today’s Gospel, Jesus challenges us with striking 
words: “If anyone comes to me without hating his father 
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and 
even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.”

At first, these words shock us. Hate those we love? But Jesus, the master 
teacher, uses hyperbole to grab our attention and point us to a profound 
truth about happiness.

Many of us chase an illusion of happiness, thinking, “I’ll be happy when 
I get that job, meet the right person, or achieve my dreams.” Yet, even 
when we attain these things, the joy fades, leaving us restless for more. 
St. John Vianney, the patron saint of priests, once observed that people 
are far sadder than they appear. He was right—true happiness eludes 
us when we seek it in the wrong places.

Jesus offers us the secret to lasting happiness: a life centered on God. 
He calls us to “hate” anything or anyone that takes God’s place in our 
hearts—not to reject our loved ones, but to detach from anything that 
becomes our ultimate focus, whether relationships, possessions, or 
ambitions. As St. Augustine said, “Love God, and then love everything 
else for the sake of God.” When we make Christ the center of our lives, 
true joy follows.

St. Teresa of Calcutta reminds us, “True happiness springs from a heart 
filled with the love of God.” So, let’s ask ourselves: What do I need to 
let go of to attach myself more fully to God? It might be an ideology, 
a resentment, or even a relationship that’s taken God’s place. By 
reorienting our hearts to Christ, we discover the deep, lasting happiness 
we were created for.

Rev. David C. Santos, Pastor

45 South Springfield Ave,
Springfield, NJ 07081

(973) 376-3044
Office Hours: 

(Closed 12pm-1pm for Lunch)

Mon-Tue 8:30am-3pm
Wed 8:30am-7pm

Thu-Fri 8:30am-3pm
Church Visiting Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8am-2:30pm

Sat: 9am-1pm



SUNDAY READINGS
FIRST READING
Wisdom 9:13-18b
Who can know God’s counsel, or who can 
conceive what the LORD intends? For the 
deliberations of mortals are timid, and 
unsure are our plans. For the corruptible 
body burdens the soul and the earthen 
shelter weighs down the mind that has 
many concerns.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 90
In every age, O Lord, you have been our 
refuge.

SECOND READING
Philemon 9-10, 12-17
Perhaps this is why he was away from you 
for a while, that you might have him back 
forever, no longer as a slave but more than 
a slave, a brother, beloved especially to me, 
but even more so to you, as a man and in 
the Lord. So if you regard me as a partner, 
welcome him as you would me.

GOSPEL
Luke 14:25-33
"If anyone comes to me without hating 
his father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, and even his own life,
he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does 
not carry his own cross and come after me
cannot be my disciple. Which of you 
wishing to construct a tower does not 
first sit down and calculate the cost to 
see if there is enough for its completion? 
Otherwise, after laying the foundation and 
finding himself unable to finish the work the 
onlookers should laugh at him and say, ‘This 
one began to build but did not have the 
resources to finish.’"
Full Mass readings can be accessed  at usccb.org

SAINT JAMES 
PRAYER-LINE MINISTRY

Members of this ministry pray for people who are ill, in 
the hospital, undergoing surgery, or have been in an 
accident, are grieving the loss of a loved one, or any 

"Special Intention" (Restored Health).
If you know someone in need of prayers, or if you 

would like to become a member of this ministry, please 
contact Maureen Bernor by e-mail: 

PrayerLineMinistry@saintjamesparish.org
Please Note: For privacy reasons and HIPPA regulations, 
names may be added to the prayer list by the individual 

themselves, or with their explicit permission from the one 
in need of prayers. Individuals in need of prayers 

may also call the rectory for assistance.

Saint Helen’s Church in Westfield has been chosen 
as a designated pilgrimage site for the Jubilee Year in 
Union County. Pilgrims are welcome to come here to 
pray, reflect, and deepen their relationship with God, 
preparing their hearts to celebrate this extraordinary 

Holy Year of grace and spiritual renewal. 
Please scan the QR code to visit the website and 

stay up-to-date on celebrations throughout the year. 
All are welcome!

JUBILEE 2025

JOIN THE ST. JAMES CHOIR!
You are invited to join the music ministry as 
we begin a new season under the direction 

of Mr. Philip La Gala.
Our choir provides music at the 5:00pm 
(monthly), 10:00am (twice month), and 

12:00pm noon (monthly) Masses, from September 
through June. We also enhance liturgies during 

holy days and special masses.
Rehearsals take place every Thursday in the Church, 

beginning promptly at 7:00pm and typically last about an 
hour. All interested members (high school age and older) 
are welcome to join our community of song and no prior 

singing experience is necessary. 
Please contact Philip La Gala with any questions at 

musicdirector@saintjamesparish.org, 
or feel free to speak with him after mass.

Our first rehearsal is on Thursday, September 18th 
at 7:00pm in the Church.



2025-2026 Registration
If you have not registered your child for this year yet, please contact Ana Serra-Prescott ASAP.

Our first Sunday Family Faith session for families with children 1st to 6th grades will be on 
Friday, September 26 at 5:30PM in the church. This will be a brief meeting with distribution 

of at-home resources, followed by an outdoor movie and pizza.  
More information on this day has been emailed to all registered families.

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 

Below, please find the dates for this year’s sessions:
(These can also be found on our website & have been emailed to all who are already registered)

Monday, September 15 – 7PM: New Families Orientation for Parents (in church)
Monday, September 15 – 8PM: First Holy Communion Parents Orientation (in church)

Friday, September 26 – 5:30PM: First Family Faith Session (starting in church)
Tuesday, September 9 – 7PM: Confirmation Year 1 Parent/Candidate Meeting
Tuesday, September 9 – 8PM: Confirmation Year 2 Parent/Candidate Meeting

	        Thank you so much for your patience!!

Candidates receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation this October 2025
A reminder that your last session is on Tuesday, September 16 from 7PM to 8:30PM (in the church) 

and your retreat is on Sunday, October 5 (at Our Lady of Lourdes church in Mountainside).

WE STILL NEED VOLUNTEERS FOR FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 
THIS COMING SCHOOL YEAR

We are looking for volunteers to join our Family Faith Formation Program to volunteer
as Catechists, Classroom Aids, and Hall monitors.

If after prayerful consideration, you are interested and feel called to volunteering in any of those 
capacities, or have more questions, please contact Ana Serra-Prescott.

Ana Serra-Prescott | Family Faith Formation Office | (973) 376-2061 | aprescott@saintjamesparish.org



HAPPENING AT SAINT JAMES!

The men of the Parish are invited to gather 
for hospitality and discussion of the 

Sunday gospel readings. 
This is a great opportunity for men to grow in their faith, 

meet new folks, and share their experiences of their 
faith journey.

The next meeting will take place 
Saturday, September 20 at 9am (after 8:30am Mass) 

in the upstairs conference room in the Rectory. You are 
encouraged to attend the Mass, but it is not required.

If you are interested, please email John Prescott at 
MensMinistry@saintjamesparish.org 

Fall Meeting Dates: October 25, November 15

SAINT JAMES MEN'S MINISTRY



DON'T FORGET TO RSVP!



 

Women, Wine, and Wisdom 
 

Friday, October 3 at 7PM 
Church Narthex 

 
 
 

""BBlleesssseedd  iiss  sshhee  wwhhoo  hhaass  bbeelliieevveedd  
tthhaatt  tthhee  LLoorrdd  wwoouulldd  ffuullffiillll  hhiiss  

pprroommiisseess  ttoo  hheerr!!""  LLuukkee  11::4455  

 

 

FFaaiitthhffuull  ffrriieennddss  aarree  aa  ssttuurrddyy  sshheelltteerr;;  
wwhhooeevveerr  ffiinnddss  oonnee  ffiinnddss  aa  ttrreeaassuurree..    

SSiirraacchh  66::1144  
  

Saint James the Apostle Adult Faith Formation Team Presents: 

Please join us for an informal gathering for  
all adult women in the parish.   

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

ST. JAMES TIN CAN AUCTION NEEDS YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO MAKE IT A SUCCESS
One of the major highlights of the annual Parish Festival is the Tin Can Auction—and your help is 

needed to make this year even more successful than in the past. It is a tricky-tray-type event induring 
which festival goers purchase raffle tickets for prizes donated by area residents and merchants. 

St. James needs contributions of prizes—goods, services, event tickets and other items - to make its 
Tin Can Auction a success. If you own a business or wish to donate, please contact Antoinette Miller 
through the Rectory office at 973-376-3044 or you can email tincanauction@saintjamesparish.org.



SACRAMENTS

BAPTISM
Please call the Rectory to schedule your 

child's Baptism: (973) 376-3044

ADULT SACRAMENTAL 
INFORMATION & OCIA

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) 
is a process where individuals who seek to receive

 the Sacraments of Initiation or who have never been
baptized enter into full communion with the faith. 
Please call the Rectory for information concerning

the OCIA process.

VOCATIONS
Thinking about the priesthood? Are you being called? 

Reach out to Father Patrick Seo and the Office of 
Priestly Vocations for the Archdiocese of Newark! 

Visit www.NewarkPriest.com, 
email NewarkPriest@rcan.org, follow @NewarkPriest 

on social media, or call (973) 313-6190.

RECONCILIATION
4:00pm on Saturdays or by appointment.

Was never baptized, or was baptized in another 
Christian denomination, and has expressed interest 

in becoming Catholic? Was baptized Catholic as 
a child, but has not celebrated the Sacraments of 

Confirmation and Eucharist? Has a child over the age 
of seven who has not been baptized? 

Saint James the Apostle Church offers an opportunity to 
come together in a small group to learn more about our 
faith. Sessions focus on the teachings and experience 
of Church and prepare individuals to celebrate the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist 
during the Easter season. There are separate sessions 
for adults and for children/youth. You are welcome to 
participate in the process with your questions, your 
insights and your faith story in a warm, accepting setting. 

For more information, please call
 (973) 376-2061

Do you know someone who...

AROUND THE COMMUNITY

Monsignor Francis X. Coyle Columbiettes 
Wine Tasting/Vendor Fair

September 28, 2025 
1:30 to 5:00 pm 

Springfield Knights of Columbus Hall 60 Shunpike Rd. 
Springfield NJ (60 Harvard St for GPS) 

Explore and savor wines, cheeses, chocolates & more 

Shop the Vendors 
Tickets purchased before September 1 - $25.00 
Tickets purchased after September 1 -     $30.00 

Make checks payable to: 
Monsignor Francis X. Coyle Columbiettes Council 5560 

FFor additional information on vendor tables and 
tickets pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  JJaanneett  DDeellllaaSSaallaa  bbyy  eemmaaiill  

KKnniigghhttss55556600@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Caring for someone living with dementia  
brings a unique set of challenges and rewards. 
With the right help and support, you can 
empower yourself to provide quality care while 
managing your own well-being. 

Topics in the program include:
 » The role of a caregiver and changes you  
may experience.

 » Using a person-centered care approach.

 » Building a support team. 

 » Managing caregiver stress.

An education program presented by the Alzheimer’s Association®

THE EMPOWERED CAREGIVER SERIES

BUILDING FOUNDATIONS  
OF CAREGIVING 

Monday, September 29
12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Church of the Little Flower 
290 Plainfield Ave

Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922

To register, call 800.272.3900 
or visit 

https://action.alz.org/mtg/733740006

This Lunch and Learn will take place inside the 
Parish Center of the Church. 

Visit alz.org/CRF to explore additional 
caregiver education programs in your area.

Hosted by
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MASS INTENTIONS, PRAYERS & DEVOTIONS

Please Note: For  privacy  reasons  and  HIPAA regulations,  
names  may  only  be  added  by members  of  the  immediate 
family after  they  have  received  permission  of  the  one  who  
is  sick. In  the  event  of  serious  illness  or  hospitalization,  the     
rectory  should  be  notified.  Visits  to  the  sick  and  homebound  
are  made  by  the  priests,  deacons  and  ministers  of  the 
Eucharist.  It is not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to 
receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

A TIME OF WAR AND PEACE

A TIME TO HEAL

To memorialize the Sanctuary Lamp by the Tabernacle
 or the Bread and Wine, please call the Rectory Office.

SANCTUARY LAMP: 
For the People of Saint James

Pat  Annelli, Barbara Bentz, Severina Bion, Gerry 
Campagnola, Enid Cabot, Thara Chandran, Lena 
Chromowski, Phyllis Colosimo, Celine Correia, Joseph 
Covino, Marie Crosby, James Curry, M.D., Ronald 
D’Angelo, Diane Deitz, Jean DePasquale, Deacon 
Michael DeRoberts, Carmela DeSarno, Robert Devon, Jr., 
Marguerite Duchantier, Victoria Egner, Luca Favia, Alfredo 
Fernandes, Berta Franco, Steven Hensle, Laura Hughes, 
Ann Jacques, Eddie Jenna, Kevin Keating, Dana Kelley, Art 
Kistler, Irene Kurpieski, Dina Ledogar,  Maureen Le Goff, 
Lucille Lerner,  Andy Lindgren, Angelina Lipski, Menotti 
Joseph Lombardi, Jr., Marian Lordi, Richard Lorenzo, 
Barbara Ludolph, Erica Luther, Toni Ann Marabello, Maria 
Martino Fender, John Mannarino, Angie Mazzarisi, Thomas 
McGarvey, Stan Mickham, Richard Miele, Lucy Miller, 
Andres Montero, Timothy Morgan, Martin Muguerza, Ive 
Mureny, Christian Murphy, Carol Muzacs, Michael Neer, 
Mary O’Connor,  Anna P., Ben Rumer, Anthony S., Alice 
Serrao, Jack Silbert, Joseph Siorenza, Ray Slater, Anne 
Wallis, Elisa Warshall

BREAD & WINE:
Charlotte and Jack Sullivan

  r/b Patricia Sullivan

Tim Arentz, Lance Corporal Kevin Bernor, Brian Braine, First 
Lt. Jonathan Canny, Sean Curran, Maj. Sean P. Eadie, Stacy 
Enyeart, David Fenton, Shane Fenton, Luis Fonseca, LCPL 
Christopher P. Garrigan, 2LT Christopher W. Impellizzeri, 
Capt. Brian Jacobs, LCPL Kyle Thomas Lynaugh, Stephen 
Patricco,  Aric Patten,  Phillip Patten, Aaron Pluto,  1LT John 
Rogacki, Capt. Stacia Rogacki, Capt. Stephen Rogacki, 2LT 
Raymond Williamson

A TIME TO BAPTIZE
Madeline Alexandra Zubrik

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
5:00pm 	 Seymour “Sy” Kahn
		  r/b Barbara Sorvino, MD
		  Paul Wisniewski
		  r/b Lorraine Graziano
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00am 	 John Montana
		  r/b Janice Montana
		  Rose M. Sommer
	 	 r/b Sommer Family
10:00am 	 Antonio and Giovani Circelli
		  r/b Carmela Fusco
		  Giovanna and Giovanni Bruno
		  r/b Maria Bruno
12:00pm 	 Mildred Genco
		  r/b Nancy Caputo
		  Fatima Cardoso
		  r/b Hyman Family
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
7:30am 	 Maria Soledade Santos
		  r/b Joan Iuliano
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
Saint Peter Claver
7:30am 	 John and Irene Mahoney
		  r/b Nancy and Nate
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
7:30am 	 Steven George Capron
		  r/b Gary and Mary Ellen Capron
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
7:30am 	 Joseph Dorneo
		  r/b Dorneo Family
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
7:30am 	 Mario Garcia
		  r/b Family
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
Saint John Chrysostom
8:30am 	 Edward Conway
		  r/b Elaine
5:00pm 	 John and Amelia Montana
		  r/b Janice Montana
		  Raffaele and Sabino Battaglia
		  r/b Antoinette Miller and 			 
		  Josephine Gallo
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
8:00am 	 Irene Mahoney
		  r/b Nancy and Nate
		  Rocco Secco
		  r/b Jack and Mary Jane Ford
10:00am 	 Deceased Members of the 		
		  Sheridan Family
		  r/b Barbara Dlugosz
		  Pietro and Gaetana Martino
		  r/b Family
12:00pm 	 George and Agnes Ondish
		  r/b Son
		  Roberto Carvajales
		  r/b Pecoraro Family



Thank you for your generosity!
FRAUD ALERT: Please be aware that emails are being sent out by scammers 
claiming to be members of the Saint James parish community, including 
Fr. David Santos. Please disregard any emails from anyone claiming to be 
associated with Saint James, including Fr. David Santos, with solicitation to 
purchase gift cards or offer any other cash donations. In any event, please 
feel free to call the parish rectory to confirm any and all solicitation before 
contributing. We have contacted the local authorities to make them aware.

To sign up for Online Giving, please visit
saintjamesparish.org or scan the
QR code with your smartphone.

ONLINE GIVING

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

The Finance Council would 
like to say THANK YOU for 
your continued generosity and 
support of our parish.

Your gifts, whether of time, 
talent or treasure, enable 
the parish to expand on the 
great work that we are doing 
in spreading God’s word 
and offering service to the 
community.
 
Remember… 
The generous will themselves 
be blessed, for they share their 
food with the poor. 
- Proverbs 22:9

FINANCE COUNCIL 
CORNER

Keep up-to-date with 
parish news,  event updates, 

and more! 
Text NEWSLETTER to 84576  OR Sign up on the website: 

saintjamestheapostle.flocknote.com 

Collection Totals

We accept online credit card donations. Parishioners wishing to 
mail-in or drop off their weekly contribution in the Rectory mail slot 

are welcome to do so.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURES

Weekend of August 30 & 31:
Regular Collection: 	       $
Online Giving: 	       $
Total:  			        $

6,045.00
4,335.00

10,380.00

Visit our online boutique for 
St. James the Apostle Parish 

apparel and more! 

School Bells Signal a New Start

The sound of the school bell is a 
welcomed sound to most parents 

who have worked diligently to 
prepare their children to work up 
to their potential. Many students 

will not be able to work up to their 
full potential as they are lacking in 
nourishing food and are dealing 
with stressful family situations. 

Please help Catholic Charities in 
its mission to help individuals and 
families who are hurting. This is a 
most opportune time to clean out 

the summer clothes for the Catholic 
Charities Donation Bin(s). We also 
welcome small appliances, shoes, 

linens, sheets, towels, tools, stuffed 
animals, novels, knickknacks, toys, 
and children’s books. Thank you.



PASTOR
Rev. David C. Santos
frsantos@saintjamesparish.org
PERMANENT DEACONS
Dcn. Jerry Bongiovanni
Dcn. Hugh Keffer
hkeffer@saintjamesparish.org
WEEKEND ASSISTANT
Rev. John Dennehy
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE/LSEC
Ms. Nancy Caputo
ncaputo@saintjamesparish.org

DIRECTOR OF FAMILY FAITH FORMATION
Mrs. Ana Serra-Prescott
aprescott@saintjamesparish.org
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
Mr. Philip La Gala
musicdirector@saintjamesparish.org
OFFICE MANAGER
Mrs. Colleen Tyra
ctyra@saintjamesparish.org
BUSINESS MANAGER
Mrs. Katie Hyman
businessoffice@saintjamesparish.org

PARISH MINISTRY EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Parish Council: pastoralcouncil@saintjamesparish.org 
Parish Life: parishlife@saintjamesparish.org
Lectors: lectorministry@saintjamesparish.org	         
Eucharistic Ministers: emministry@saintjamesparish.org 
Men’s Ministry: MensMinistry@saintjamesparish.org
Prayer Line: prayerlineministry@saintjamesparish.org
Ministers of Hospitality: MOH@saintjamesparish.org
Altar Servers: altarservers@saintjamesparish.org

OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:

Adult Faith: adultfaith@saintjamesparish.org 
Bereavement Ministry: 
bereavement@saintjamesparish.org
Helping the Hungry: 
helpingthehungry@saintjamesparish.org
Wellness Ministry: 
wellnessministry@saintjamesparish.org
Vocations Ministry: 
VocationsMinistry@saintjamesparish.org

TRUSTEES
Ms. Rita Lombardi and Mr. Dennis McNany


