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DAILY MASS:

MASS SCHEDULE:

RECONCILIATION:

DEVOTIONS:

Mon-Fri:	    7:30am
Saturday:  	    8:30am
U.S. Holidays:   8:30am

Saturday at 4:00pm
or by Appointment.
Please call the Office.

Rosary & Novena*:
Mondays at 6:30pm 
in the Church and on 
Facebook Live
Eucharistic Adoration*:
Wednesday Holy Hour 
at 7pm (Third Wednesday 
of each month will have live 
music.)
Second Saturdays at 3pm
*The First Rosary and 
Wednesday Adoration of 
the month are for Priestly 
and Religious Vocations

Saturday, November 29:
5:00pm - Fr. Santos

Sunday, November 30:
8:00am - Fr. Santos
10:00am - Fr. Dennehy
12:00pm - Fr. Paladino

PASTOR'S COLUMN

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
A good leader inspires people to have confidence in the leader; a great 
leader inspires people to have confidence in themselves. 
— Eleanor Roosevelt

RELECTION ON THE READINGS
As we come to the end of the liturgical year of the 
Church’s calendar, the Church celebrates the Feast of 
Christ the King.
When we think about it, it’s kind of funny that as American 
Catholics we honor Jesus as King. There aren’t many 

kings or queens today, and those that do exist are usually figureheads.
So, this feast may seem out of place and even comical, like a joke.
And it’s technically appropriate…you see, a joke occurs at the 
juxtaposition of two incompatible, absurd elements. We laugh when 
incompatible things come together.
•	 Like when you have a sophisticated man in a suit, who is all well-put-

together trips as he’s getting out of his nice car.
•	 Or when a dog acts like a human or a cat plays the piano...we laugh
We find these things funny because it’s the coming together of 
incongruent, absurd or incompatible things. G.K. Chesterton appreciated 
this. He said that “All of Christianity rests upon a kind of sacred jest or 
joke.” What he was getting at is at the heart of Christianity. Christians 
claim that God became man; that divinity and humanity met; that Jesus 
Christ is God and is human. This is kind of like a sacred jest or joke 
because it presents two things that you wouldn’t ordinarily associate 
coming together – humanity and divinity, meekness and strength, 
power and love.
From the beginning, Jesus on the cross has been seen by the world as a 
joke – something that doesn’t make sense - the coming together of two 
incongruent, incompatible things…like the sophisticated man in the suit 
who trips and falls, or the cat that plays the piano.
So how do we make sense of this outrageous Christian claim that this 
man on a cross is a King? And what does this claim have to do with us 
and our lives? I believe that the celebration of this Solemnity helps us to 
remember who Jesus is as our Lord and King, but it also reminds us of 
who we ought to be. You see, on the cross Jesus reunites two things 
that we tend to separate, two things that are seemingly incongruent 
and incompatible. On the cross, Jesus the King, reconnects Love and 
Power.
Friends, on the Cross, Love and Power coincide, they are reunited again. 
So, sure, within the framework of a sinful world I can see how the 
thought of Christ as King is laughable. But in terms of a transformed 
world; in terms of the deepest truths, it’s not a joke! In fact, it’s the most 
serious thing you can conceive of!

Rev. David C. Santos, Pastor

45 South Springfield Ave,
Springfield, NJ 07081

(973) 376-3044
Office Hours: 

(Closed 12pm-1pm for Lunch)

Mon-Tue 8:30am-3pm
Wed 8:30am-7pm

Thu-Fri 8:30am-3pm
Church Visiting Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8am-2:30pm

Sat: 9am-1pm



SUNDAY READINGS

FIRST READING
2 Samuel 5:1-3
"And the LORD said to you, 'You shall 
shepherd my people Israel and shall be 
commander of Israel.'" When all the elders 
of Israel came to David in Hebron, 
King David made an agreement with them 
there before the LORD, and they anointed 
him king of Israel.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 122
Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

SECOND READING
Colossians 1:12-20
Let us give thanks to the Father, who has 
made you fit to share in the inheritance of 
the holy ones in light. He delivered us from 
the power of darkness and transferred us to 
the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins.

GOSPEL
Luke 23:35-43
Now one of the criminals hanging there 
reviled Jesus, saying, "Are you not the 
Christ? Save yourself and us." The other, 
however, rebuking him, said in reply, "Have 
you no fear of God, for you are subject 
to the same condemnation? And indeed, 
we have been condemned justly, for the 
sentence we received corresponds to our 
crimes, but this man has done nothing 
criminal." Then he said, "Jesus, remember 
me when you come into your kingdom."
He replied to him, "Amen, I say to you,
today you will be with me in Paradise."

Full Mass readings can be accessed  at usccb.org

FAMILY FAITH 2025-2026 

Wishing you and your families
a happy and blessed 

Thanksgiving🦃

 
Our next Family Faith Session is 

Friday, December 5 at 6PM in the Church.
Although the Feast of St. Nicholas is on December 6, 
we will all gather together the day before to celebrate 

this joyful and generous saint.

Our Confirmation preparation groups 
will be meeting on:

Confirmation Year 1 group – Tuesday, December 9th 
from 7PM to 8:30PM in Church.

(Don’t forget to complete the reflection on Season 1, 
Episodes 2 & 3 of The Chosen prior to the session)

Confirmation Year 2 group – Tuesday, December 16th 
from 7PM to 8:30PM in Church.

(Don’t forget to complete the reflection on Season 2, 
Episode 2 of The Chosen prior to the session)

SAVE THE DATE:
Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not 
prevent them; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to 

such as these” Matthew 19:14

Eucharistic Adoration for families with children
 on Wednesday, December 17 at 6PM.

Bring your children (of any age) to learn about 
Eucharistic Adoration and spend 

some time with our Lord.

Ana Serra-Prescott | Family Faith Formation Office 
(973) 376-2061 | aprescott@saintjamesparish.org



HOLY WHYS:  
DEACON HUGH 

REPLIES
Dear Deacon Hugh:

I haven’t prayed for a long time. 
How do I start or restart praying?

Mary

Dear Mary:

Start by understanding prayer is lifting your 
heart to God, who fashioned you and knows 
the deepest recesses of your being. Seek God 
by turning your mind toward him and know that 
he longs for your return as a father awaits his 
beloved child. Approach him in simplicity and 
a contrite heart. Begin with a greeting – an 
acknowledgement of your absence and your 
longing to return. Do not be dismayed if your 
words falter; for even groans and sighs are heard 
by the Lord who reads the heart.

Incline your heart to him. Just be in his presence. 
Look at him as he looks at you. God speaks not in 
a whirlwind but in a gentle whisper. Converse with 
him. Remember he wishes to commune with you, 
inviting you into his inexhaustible mercy. Hear his 
voice in sacred scripture: his Word. 
When you are ready, close by saying a prayer 
from your childhood: an Our Father or a Hail Mary; 
then go in peace.

Thank you for your question.

Deacon Hugh

For further information, see, CCC 2709-2719 on 
contemplative prayer
If you have a question you would like to ask, please 
email Deacon Hugh at hkeffer@saintjamesparish.org.

JUBILEE 2025

Members of this ministry pray for people who 
are ill, in the hospital, undergoing surgery, or 

have been in an accident, are grieving the 
loss of a loved one, or any "Special Intention" 

(Restored Health).
If you know someone in need of prayers, 
or if you would like to become a member 

of this ministry, please contact 
Maureen Bernor by e-mail: 

PrayerLineMinistry@saintjamesparish.org
Please Note: For privacy reasons and HIPPA 

regulations, names may be added to the prayer list 
by the individual themselves, or with their explicit 

permission from the one in need of prayers.
Individuals in need of prayers may also call 

the rectory for assistance.

SAINT JAMES 
PRAYER-LINE MINISTRY



UPCOMING EVENTS

 

   

December 15, 7:00 pm 

St. James the Apostle Church 
45 S. Springfield Ave 

 Springfield

December 1, 7:00 pm  

St. Rose of Lima Parish 
50 Short Hills Ave  

Short Hills 

Advent is a time of promises and waiting. Christmas is the promise fulfilled. 
Our scriptures during Advent teach us about waiting and what happens 
when we wait for Christ. Advent waiting is expectant and purposeful.  
Come celebrate the Advent season with us as our two parishes join together 
in song and prayer. We hope you’ll join us.

Advent Evening Prayer



 

 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Blessing of Baby Jesus Figurines 
Saturday,	December	20,	5:00pm	Mass	

Sunday,	December	21		
at	8:00	a.m.,	*10:00	a.m.,	12:00	p.m.	

	

Simbang Gabi: Filipino Novena Mass 
Monday,	December	22	at	8:00	p.m.	

	

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS SCHEDULE 
4:00	p.m.	Family	Mass,	6:00	p.m.	Mass	

*Mass	at	Midnight	
Christmas	Carols	begin	at	11:30	p.m.	

	

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS SCHEDULE 
8:00	a.m.,	*10:00	a.m.,	12:00	noon	

	

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
Sunday,	December	28		

at	8:00	a.m.,	*10:00	a.m.,	12:00	noon	
	

NEW YEAR’S EVE MASS 
Wednesday,	December	31	at	5:00pm	

	

NEW YEAR’S MASS 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 

(Holy	Day	of	Obligation)	
Thursday,	January	1	at	*9:00	a.m.	

	
*	Live	Stream	Masses	

 

Advent	and	Christmas	Schedule	2025	
 

Advent Deanery Evening Prayer 
Monday,	December	1	at	7:00	p.m.		

at	St.	Rose	of	Lima,	Short	Hills	
Monday,	December	15	at	7:00	p.m.		

at	Saint	James	the	Apostle	
	

Saint Nicholas Prayer Service 
Friday,	December	5	at	6:00	p.m.	

	
Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

(Holy	Day	of	Obligation)	
Monday,	December	8	at	7:30	a.m.	and	*7:00	p.m.	

	
Christmas Comfort Mass 

(Bereavement	and	Mental	Health	Ministry)		
Wednesday,	December	10	at	7:00	p.m.	

	
Mass of the Anointing of the Sick 
Saturday,	December	13	at	12:00	noon	

	
Parish Christmas Tree Lighting 

Saturday,	December	13	after	5:00	p.m.	Mass	
	

Advent Confessions 
Wednesday,	December	17	at	7:00	p.m.	

Saturday,	December	20		
from	10:00	a.m.	to	2:00	p.m.	



AROUND THE COMMUNITY

SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO TOWN 
Hosted by the Monsignor Francis X. Coyle Columbiettes 

When: December 6, 2025

Time: 10:00 am – 12:30 pm 

Where: Knights of Columbus  

60 Old Shunpike Road 

Springfield, NJ  
Harvard Street, Summit, NJ (for GPS) 

Bring a small, wrapped gift labeled with your child’s name for 
Santa to give them. 

Light breakfast of Donuts, Muffins, Juice, Coffee, Tea and 
Hot Chocolate 

$15.00 per family of 4 

You must RSVP by November 28 to either: 

Janet Dellasala 908-418-1451/cruella@comcast.net or 

Diane Kostibos 201-787-2737/dkost77@optonline.net 

All children must be accompanied by an adult. 

SAVE THE DATE



SACRAMENTS

BAPTISM
Please call the Rectory to schedule your 

child's Baptism: (973) 376-3044

ADULT SACRAMENTAL 
INFORMATION & OCIA

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) 
is a process where individuals who seek to receive

 the Sacraments of Initiation or who have never been
baptized enter into full communion with the faith. 
Please call the Rectory for information concerning

the OCIA process.

VOCATIONS
Thinking about the priesthood? Are you being called? 

Reach out to Father Patrick Seo and the Office of 
Priestly Vocations for the Archdiocese of Newark! 

Visit www.NewarkPriest.com, 
email NewarkPriest@rcan.org, follow @NewarkPriest 

on social media, or call (973) 313-6190.

RECONCILIATION
4:00pm on Saturdays or by appointment.

Was never baptized, or was baptized in another 
Christian denomination, and has expressed interest 

in becoming Catholic? Was baptized Catholic as 
a child, but has not celebrated the Sacraments of 

Confirmation and Eucharist? Has a child over the age 
of seven who has not been baptized? 

Saint James the Apostle Church offers an opportunity to 
come together in a small group to learn more about our 
faith. Sessions focus on the teachings and experience 
of Church and prepare individuals to celebrate the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist 
during the Easter season. There are separate sessions 
for adults and for children/youth. You are welcome to 
participate in the process with your questions, your 
insights and your faith story in a warm, accepting setting. 

For more information, please call
 (973) 376-2061

Do you know someone who...
AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

MORE AROUND 
THE COMMUNITY

A ceremony to honor veterans and Gold Star Families will be held at noon in the auditorium of
the Parish House of the First Presbyterian Church of Springfield. Please join us for this free,
non-political, community event to show our appreciation for our military. Members of the
armed forces will be in attendance, and this promises to be a memorable event.

We will be placing wreaths on veterans graves in the Presbyterian Churchyard Cemetery on
Church Mall, and in the DAR Battleground Cemetery at 39 Mountain Ave. Following wreath
placement, volunteers are invited to lunch at the Springfield-Hillside Elks Lodge.

Wreaths Across America has grown into a national movement of dedicated volunteers and
communities coming together to REMEMBER the nation’s fallen, HONOR their service, and
TEACH the next generation about the sacrifices made for us to live freely. 

Those interested in sponsoring a wreath are invited to visit
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/NJ0207P. Each sponsorship is for a fresh balsam veteran’s
wreath that a volunteer will place on the headstone of an American hero. Last year 3 million
wreaths were placed at 4,909 participating locations. Please make sure to use code NJ0207P
and $5 will be donated to help maintain the DAR’s Revolutionary War-era Battleground
Cemetery. 

Questions? cacnjdar@gmail.com

$17 W REATH 

SPONSOR A 

Wreaths Across America 
Parish House of the First Presbyterian Church of Springfield

37 Church Mall, Springfield, NJ 07081
Saturday, December 13, 2025 at Noon

Re

mem
ber, Honor, Teach 

Advent Reflection 
by Dr. Charles Camosy

Thursday, December 11 
Holy Trinity Parish Center

7:00pm

Join us for an evening of hope as we seek guidance on better
cultivating a family and community of genuine compassion and care.

Guest presenter, Dr. Charles Camosy, is a renowned moral
theologian and bioethicist at the Catholic University of America 
and author of nine books focused on promoting and protecting 

our human dignity. 

Father John-Mary Johannssen, an eloquent preacher with The
Franciscan Friars of the Renewal will provide an introduction. 

 
An inspirational evening awaits 

as we prepare our hearts for The Nativity.

Admission is free. 
Scan code to RSVP 

Hosted by:
The Knights of Columbus 
& Respect Life Ministry of 
St. Helen’s & Holy Trinity Parishes



MASS INTENTIONS, PRAYERS & DEVOTIONS

Please Note: For  privacy  reasons  and  HIPAA regulations,  
names  may  only  be  added  by members  of  the  immediate 
family after  they  have  received  permission  of  the  one  who  
is  sick. In  the  event  of  serious  illness  or  hospitalization,  the     
rectory  should  be  notified.  Visits  to  the  sick  and  homebound  
are  made  by  the  priests,  deacons  and  ministers  of  the 
Eucharist.  It is not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to 
receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

A TIME OF WAR AND PEACE

A TIME TO HEAL

To memorialize the Sanctuary Lamp by the Tabernacle
 or the Bread and Wine, please call the Rectory Office.

SANCTUARY LAMP: 
For the People of Saint James

Pat  Annelli, Barbara Bentz, Severina Bion, Gerry 
Campagnola, Enid Cabot, Thara Chandran, Lena 
Chromowski, Phyllis Colosimo, Celine Correia, Joseph 
Covino, Marie Crosby, James Curry, M.D., Ronald D’Angelo, 
Diane Deitz, Jean DePasquale, Deacon Michael DeRoberts, 
Carmela DeSarno, Robert Devon, Jr., Marguerite 
Duchantier, Victoria Egner, Luca Favia, Alfredo Fernandes, 
Alberto Fernandez, Berta Franco, Steven Hensle, Laura 
Hughes, Ann Jacques, Eddie Jenna, Kevin Keating, Dana 
Kelley, Art Kistler, Irene Kurpieski, Dina Ledogar, Lucille 
Lerner,  Andy Lindgren, Angelina Lipski, Menotti Joseph 
Lombardi, Jr., Marian Lordi, Richard Lorenzo, Barbara 
Ludolph, Erica Luther, Toni Ann Marabello, Maria Martino 
Fender, John Mannarino, Angie Mazzarisi, Thomas 
McGarvey, Stan Mickham, Richard Miele, Lucy Miller, 
Andres Montero, Timothy Morgan, Martin Muguerza, Ive 
Mureny, Christian Murphy, Carol Muzacs, Michael Neer, 
Mary O’Connor,  Anna P., Jonathan Rheinhardt, Ben Rumer, 
Anthony S., Alice Serrao, Jack Silbert, Joseph Siorenza, 
Ray Slater, Anne Wallis, Elisa Warshall

BREAD & WINE:
For the People of Saint James

Tim Arentz, Lance Corporal Kevin Bernor, Brian Braine, First 
Lt. Jonathan Canny, Sean Curran, Maj. Sean P. Eadie, Stacy 
Enyeart, David Fenton, Shane Fenton, Luis Fonseca, LCPL 
Christopher P. Garrigan, 2LT Christopher W. Impellizzeri, 
Capt. Brian Jacobs, LCPL Kyle Thomas Lynaugh, Stephen 
Patricco,  Aric Patten,  Phillip Patten, Aaron Pluto,  1LT John 
Rogacki, Capt. Stacia Rogacki, Capt. Stephen Rogacki, 2LT 
Raymond Williamson

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22
Saint Cecilia
5:00pm 	 Mary Pulical
		  r/b Sister
		  Seymour “Sy” Kahn
		  r/b Barbara Sorvino, M.D.
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
8:00am 	 Mark Crasto
		  r/b Colin, Annette, and Kristen
		  Dan Smith
		  r/b Bob and Sue Hagenbush
10:00am 	 Frank Ruggiero
		  r/b Maria Bruno
		  Maria Soledade Santos
		  r/b Vickie Steinbeck
12:00pm 	 Deceased Members of the 			
		  Gartland Family
		  r/b Barbara Dlugosz
		  Marcasciano Family
		  r/b Family
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24
Saint Andrew Dung-Lac
7:30am 	 Gennaro Stango
		  r/b Darlene Stango
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25
7:30am 	 Jose and Marcela Videna
		  r/b Gene and Nieves Salle
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26
7:30am 	 Maryann Bujnowski
		  r/b Patricia, daughter
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27
Thanksgiving
7:00am 	 For Our Nation
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28
8:30am 	 Theresa Yannazzone
		  r/b Yannazzone Family
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29
8:30am 	 Amina E. Tan and Justin T. Esguerra
		  r/b Paula Nardi
5:00pm 	 Elsa Heredia
		  r/b Colleen and Raul Heredia
		  Lorraine Speckhart
		  r/b Bernstein Family
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30
First Sunday of Advent
8:00am 	 Marion Rivano
		  r/b Friend
		  Constantine Solazzi
		  r/b Mary Solazzi
10:00am 	 James Congema
		  r/b Gary and Mary Ellen Capron
		  Vincent Morrocco, Sr.
		  r/b Ramiro, Connie, Josefina, and 		
		  Alicia Martinez
12:00pm 	 Dolores and Pio Salle
		  r/b Gene and Nieves Salle
		  Orlando and Rose Cicalese
		  r/b Family



Thank you for your generosity!

FRAUD ALERT: Please be aware that emails are being sent out by scammers 
claiming to be members of the Saint James parish community, including 
Fr. David Santos. Please disregard any emails from anyone claiming to be 
associated with Saint James, including Fr. David Santos, with solicitation to 
purchase gift cards or offer any other cash donations. In any event, please 
feel free to call the parish rectory to confirm any and all solicitation before 
contributing. We have contacted the local authorities to make them aware.

To sign up for Online Giving, please visit
saintjamesparish.org or scan the
QR code with your smartphone.

ONLINE GIVING

PUBLIC SERVICE  ANNOUNCEMENT

Did you know?... 
100% of the funds donated 
to the Apostle in Action 
Charity Fund are used to 
help those in need right in our 
own neighborhood. You can 
donate to this parish-based 
fund at any time but look for 
a special collection Nov 27th, 
Thanksgiving Day.
 
Remember… 
The generous will themselves 
be blessed, for they share their 
food with the poor.  
- Proverbs 22:9      

FINANCE COUNCIL 
CORNER

Keep up-to-date 
with parish news,

event updates, and more! 
Text NEWSLETTER to 84576  
OR Sign up on the website: 

saintjamestheapostle.flocknote.com 

Collection Totals

We accept online credit card donations. Parishioners wishing to 
mail-in or drop off their weekly contribution in the Rectory mail slot 

are welcome to do so.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURES

Weekend of November 15 & 16:
Regular Collection: 	       $
Online Giving: 	       $
Total:  			        $

6,290.00
4,456.00

10,746.00

Visit our online 
boutique 

for St. James the 
Apostle Parish 

apparel and more! 

REPORT FINANCIAL MISCONDUCT CONFIDENTIALLY: If you suspect 
financial misconduct, use EthicsPoint, an independent and confidential 
reporting tool that helps the Archdiocesan community address issues 
while promoting positive parish, school and workplace environments. 
Visit www.rcan.org for the hotline and reporting link.



PASTOR
Rev. David C. Santos
frsantos@saintjamesparish.org
PERMANENT DEACONS
Dcn. Jerry Bongiovanni
Dcn. Hugh Keffer
hkeffer@saintjamesparish.org
WEEKEND ASSISTANT
Rev. John Dennehy
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE/LSEC
Ms. Nancy Caputo
ncaputo@saintjamesparish.org

DIRECTOR OF FAMILY FAITH FORMATION
Mrs. Ana Serra-Prescott
aprescott@saintjamesparish.org
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
Mr. Philip La Gala
musicdirector@saintjamesparish.org
OFFICE MANAGER
Mrs. Colleen Tyra
ctyra@saintjamesparish.org
BUSINESS MANAGER
Mrs. Katie Hyman
businessoffice@saintjamesparish.org

PARISH MINISTRY EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Parish Council: pastoralcouncil@saintjamesparish.org 
Parish Life: parishlife@saintjamesparish.org
Lectors: lectorministry@saintjamesparish.org	         
Eucharistic Ministers: emministry@saintjamesparish.org 
Men’s Ministry: MensMinistry@saintjamesparish.org
Prayer Line: prayerlineministry@saintjamesparish.org
Ministers of Hospitality: MOH@saintjamesparish.org
Altar Servers: altarservers@saintjamesparish.org

OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:

Adult Faith: adultfaith@saintjamesparish.org 
Bereavement Ministry: 
bereavement@saintjamesparish.org
Helping the Hungry: 
helpingthehungry@saintjamesparish.org
Wellness Ministry: 
wellnessministry@saintjamesparish.org
Vocations Ministry: 
VocationsMinistry@saintjamesparish.org

TRUSTEES
Ms. Rita Lombardi and Mr. Dennis McNany


